
Table 5.20-- TSUNAMIS WITH RUN-UP OF 2 METERS (6.6 FEET) OR MORE:       
1819 TO 1999

[Complete through December 31, 1999]

Maximum height in 
Hawaii 1/

Date
Place of 

observation Meters Feet
Deaths in 

Hawaii Damage in Hawaii

1819: April 12 2/ W. Hawaii 2.0     7     -    Unknown
1837: Nov. 7 Hilo 6.0     20     16    200 houses
1841: May 17 Hilo 4.6     15     -    Unknown
1868: April 2 Ka'u 12.2     40     47    Great locally

Aug. 14 Hilo 4.6     15     -    Severe
1869: Aug. 24 S.E. Puna 9.1     30     -    Some
1877: May 10 Hilo 4.9     16     5    Severe; $14,000
1878: Jan. 20 N. Oahu 3.0     10     -    Some houses
1896: June 15 Kona 9.1     30     -    Unknown
1906: Jan. 31 Hilo 3.6     12     -    None

Aug. 16 Maalaea 3.6     12     -    Some
1919: April 9 S. Kona 4.3     14     -    None

April 30 Ka'u 4.2     14     -    None
1922: Nov. 11 Hilo 2.1     7     -    Minor
1923: Feb. 4 Hilo 6.1     20     1    Severe; $1,500,000
1924: May 30 Lanai 5.0     16     -    Great locally
1933: March 2 Kona 2.9     10     -    Some
1946: April 1 N.E. Hawaii 17.0     56     159    $26,000,000
1952: Nov. 4 Hawaii 6.1     20     -    $800,000-1,000,000
1957: March 9 Haena 16.0     52     1    $5,000,000
1960: May 22 Hilo 10.5     34     61    $23,000,000
1964: March 27 N. Oahu 4.8     16     -    $67,590
1975: Nov. 29 Ka'u 14.6     48     2    $1,500,000

     1/  Data before 1946 are approximate and probably low in many cases.
    2/  Earliest tsunami for which definite information exists.  A tsunami observed at Ho'okena in 1813 
or 1814 may have exceeded two meters.
     Source:  George Pararas-Carayannis, Catalog of Tsunamis in the Hawaiian Islands  (U.S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, May 1969); Harold G. Loomis, The Tsunami of November 29, 1975 in Hawaii (Hawaii
Institute of Geophysics, December 1975), pp. 1 and 10; D.C. Cox and J. Morgan, Local Tsunamis and 
Possible Local Tsunamis in Hawaii (Hawaii Institute of Geophysics, Report HIG 77-14, November 1977); 
Doak C. Cox, Tsunami Casualties and Mortality in Hawaii (University of Hawaii, Environment Center, 
June 1987), p. 39;   U.S. Geological Survey, Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, records.
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